
 

 

 

OFFICIAL DECREE 
 

OF APPOINTMENTS 
 

 
The Most Reverend W. Shawn McKnight, Bishop of Jefferson City, makes the following appointments: 
 

RETIREMENTS 
 
REVEREND JOHN W. GRONER, acceptance of resignation from Pastor of St. Jude Parish, Richland and 
St. Robert Bellarmine Parish, St. Robert, to retirement at his personal residence. 
 
REVEREND JOSEPH HOI, acceptance of resignation from Pastor of St. Theresa Parish, Dixon and St. 
Cornelius Parish, Crocker, to medical retirement at his personal residence. 
 
These retirements are effective June 30, 2021. 

 
DEACON FRED F. SCHMITZ, acceptance of resignation from Parish Life Collaborator at St. Margaret of 
Antioch Parish, Osage Bend, to retirement effective from December 31, 2020.  

 
DIOCESAN APPOINTMENTS 

 
Deans 

 
VERY REVEREND JOSEPH S. COREL, VF as Dean of the new Southwest Deanery for a five-year term. 
 
VERY REVEREND MATTHEW J. FLATLEY, VF as Dean of the new North Deanery for a five-year 
term. 
 
VERY REVEREND GREGORY C. MEYSTRIK, VF as Dean of the new Southeast Deanery for a five-
year term. 
 
VERY REVEREND LOUIS M. NELEN, VF as Dean of the new See City Deanery for a five-year term. 
 
VERY REVEREND P. GREGORY OLIGSCHLAEGER, VF as Dean of the new Central Deanery for a 
five-year term. 
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These appointments are effective July 1, 2021 
 

Marriage Tribunal 
 

REVEREND BRAD T. BERHORST, upon completion of studies in canon law at The Catholic University 
of America, as Assessor in the Marriage Tribunal, effective June 1, 2021. 
 

Bishop’s Master of Ceremonies 
 

REVEREND BRAD T. BERHORST, as Assistant Master of Ceremonies to the Bishop, effective June 1, 
2021. 
 
REVEREND MR. DEREK J. HOOPER, as Assistant Master of Ceremonies to the Bishop, effective 
immediately. 

 
Diocesan Pastoral Council 

 
The following are appointed to the Diocesan Pastoral Council for a three-year term, effective July 1, 2021: 
 
SISTER MARY ESSNER, SSND, Holy Family Parish, Hannibal, North Deanery 
MS. BARBARA GARVEY, Immaculate Conception Parish, Brookfield, North Deanery 
MR. KENT KORTAS, St. Vincent de Paul Parish, Sedalia, Southwest Deanery 
MR. RUSSELL KREMER, Our Lady Help of Christians Parish, Frankenstein, Southeast Deanery 
MR. RICK NICHOLS, St. Pius X Parish, Moberly, Central Deanery 
MR. EARL PABST, St. Andrew Parish, Holt Summit, See City Deanery 
MRS. LISA REINKEMEYER, St. Andrew Parish, Tipton, Southwest Deanery 
MS. SARAH ROBINSON, St. Clement Parish, St. Clement, Central Deanery 
REVEREND JEREMY A. SECRIST, Diocesan Priests Representative 
DEACON JOHN SCHWARTZE, Cathedral of St. Joseph, Jefferson City, See City Deanery 
MRS. CAROL SCHWARTZE, Cathedral of St. Joseph, Jefferson City, See City Deanery 
MRS. SHERI STOMER, Visitation Parish, Vienna, Southeast Deanery 
 
The following are appointed to the Diocesan Pastoral Council as Newman Center representatives for a two-
year term, effective July 1, 2021:  
 
MS. MICHELLE E. WOODLEY, Rolla Newman Center 
MS. MEGAN BARNES, Kirksville Newman Center 
 

 
PASTORS / ADMINISTRATORS 

 
REVEREND MONSIGNOR DAVID D. COX, from Pastor of Mary Immaculate Parish, Kirksville, the 
Kirksville Newman Center, and the Mission of St. Rose of Lima, Novinger; to Pastor of St. Stanislaus 
Parish, Wardsville, and St. Margaret of Antioch Parish, Osage Bend. 
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REVEREND FRANCIS W. DOYLE, from Pastor of Sacred Heart Parish, Columbia; to Pastor of St. Peter 
Parish, Marshall, St. Joseph Parish, Slater, and the Mission of Holy Family, Sweet Springs. 
 
REVEREND ALEXIUS EKKA, from Pastor of St. Ann Parish, Warsaw, the Mission of SS. Peter and Paul, 
Cole Camp, and sacramental ministry at St. Bernadette Parish, Hermitage; to Pastor of Sacred Heart Parish, 
Eldon and Our Lady of Snows Parish, Mary’s Home. 
 
REVEREND PAUL M. HARTLEY, to Pastor of Church of the Resurrection Parish, Wellsville, and to 
continue as Pastor of Immaculate Conception Parish, Montgomery City and St. Patrick Parish, Jonesburg.   
 
REVEREND MONSIGNOR GREGORY L. HIGLEY, from Pastor of St. George Parish, Hermann, Church 
of the Risen Savior Parish, Rhineland, and Rector of the Diocesan Shrine of Our Lady of Sorrows and St. 
Martin Chapel, Starkenburg; to Pastor of Sacred Heart Parish, Columbia.   
 
REVEREND PHILIP M. KANE, from Pastor of St. Joseph Parish, Pilot Grove, with St. John the Baptist 
Chapel, Clear Creek, and St. Joseph Chapel, Clifton City; to Pastor of St. Joseph Parish, Martinsburg, the 
Mission of St. John, Laddonia, and Sacred Heart Parish, Vandalia. 
 
REVEREND WILLIAM L. KORTE, from Administrator of St. Joseph Parish, Louisiana and the Mission 
of Mary Queen of Peace, Clarksville; to Pastor of St. Lawrence Parish, St. Elizabeth, and Administrator of 
St. Anthony of Padua Parish, St. Anthony. 
 
REVEREND MONSIGNOR MARION J. MAKAREWICZ, from Pastor of Our Lady of the Lake Parish, 
Lake Ozark; to Pastor of Mary Immaculate Parish, Kirksville, the Kirksville Newman Center, and the 
Mission of St. Rose of Lima, Novinger. 
 
REVEREND IGNAZIO C. MEDINA, from Pastor of St. Stanislaus Parish, Wardsville, and St. Margaret of 
Antioch Parish, Osage Bend; to Pastor of Our Lady of the Lake Parish, Lake Ozark. 
 
REVEREND MICHAEL P. MURPHY, from Pastor of St. Joseph Parish, Salisbury and St. Mary of the 
Angels Parish, Wien; to Pastor of St. Theresa Parish, Dixon, St. Cornelius Parish, Crocker, St. Robert 
Bellarmine Parish, St. Robert, and St. Jude Parish, Richland. 
 
REVEREND PHILIP E. NIEKAMP, from Pastor of St. Pius X Parish, Moberly; to Pastor of St. George 
Parish, Hermann, Church of the Risen Savior Parish, Rhineland, and as Rector of the Diocesan Shrine of 
Our Lady of Sorrows and St. Martin Chapel, Starkenburg. 
 
REVEREND BENJAMIN E. NWOSU, from Pastor of Immaculate Conception Parish, Macon, the Mission 
of Sacred Heart, Bevier, St. Mary Parish, Shelbina, and St. Patrick Parish, Clarence; to Pastor of St. Ann 
Parish, Warsaw, St. Bernadette Parish, Hermitage, and the Mission of SS. Peter and Paul, Cole Camp. 
 
REVEREND BONIFACE K. NZABONIMPA, from Administrator of the Mission of St. Joseph, Hurricane 
Branch, and St. Raphael Parish, Indian Grove; to Pastor of St. Boniface Parish, Brunswick, St. Joseph 
Parish, Salisbury, and St. Mary of the Angels Parish, Wien. 
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REVEREND AUGUSTINE A. OKOLI, from Pastor of St. Joseph Parish, Martinsburg and Church of the 
Resurrection Parish, Wellsville; to service in the Diocese of Aba, Nigeria. 
 
REVEREND R. WILLIAM PECKMAN, from Pastor of SS. Peter and Paul Parish, Boonville; to Pastor of 
Immaculate Conception Parish, Macon, the Mission of Sacred Heart, Bevier, St. Mary Parish, Shelbina, and 
St. Patrick Parish, Clarence.   
 
REVEREND MARK S. SMITH, JCL, from Administrator of St. Peter Parish, Marshall, St. Joseph Parish, 
Slater, and the Mission of Holy Family, Sweet Springs; to Pastor of SS. Peter and Paul Parish, Boonville, 
and St. Joseph Parish, Pilot Grove, with St. John the Baptist Chapel, Clear Creek, and St. Joseph Chapel, 
Clifton City.   
 
REVEREND BASIL TIGGA, from Administrator to Pastor of St. Aloysius Parish, Argyle, with St. 
Boniface Chapel, Koeltztown, and Visitation Parish, Vienna, and to continue as Administrator of Holy 
Guardian Angels Parish, Brinktown. 
 
REVEREND JOBY P. THOMAS, from Administrator of St. Lawrence Parish, St. Elizabeth and St. 
Anthony of Padua Parish, St. Anthony; to Pastor of St. Pius X Parish, Moberly.   
 
REVEREND HENRY USSHER, from Administrator of Sacred Heart Parish, Vandalia and the Mission of 
St. John, Laddonia; to Pastor of St. Clement Parish, St. Clement, St. Joseph Parish, Louisiana and the 
Mission of Mary Queen of Peace, Clarksville. 
 
REVEREND KELECHI M. UZUEGBU, to Pastor of St. Bonaventure Parish, Marceline, and as 
Administrator of the Mission of St. Joseph, Hurricane Branch, and St. Raphael Parish, Indian Grove, and to 
continue as sacramental minister at Immaculate Conception Parish, Brookfield. 
 
These appointments are effective July 1, 2021 

 
REVEREND CALLISTUS C. OKOROJI, from Pastor of Sacred Heart Parish, Eldon and Our Lady of 
Snows Parish, Mary’s Home, effective June 30, 2021; to Pastor of St. Joseph Parish, Canton and Queen of 
Peace Parish, Ewing, effective August 15, 2021. 
 
 

ASSOCIATE PASTORS 
 
REVEREND BENEDICT F. CHAGULA, from Parochial Vicar of Immaculate Conception Parish, 
Jefferson City; to service in the Diocese of Geita, Tanzania effective February 5, 2021. 
 
REVEREND PASCHAL C. IHEDIOHAMMA, to Associate Pastor of St. Peter Parish, Jefferson City. 
 
REVEREND ANTHONY N. ONYEIHE, to Associate Pastor of Immaculate Conception Parish, Jefferson 
City. 
 
These appointments are effective May 12, 2021. 
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REVEREND BRAD T. BERHORST, to Associate Pastor of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, Columbia, 
effective June 1, 2021. 

----------------- 
 

REVEREND THOMAS L. ALBER, from Associate Pastor of St. Peter Parish, Marshall, the Mission of 
Holy Family, Sweet Springs, and St. Joseph Parish, Slater; to Senior Associate Pastor of St. Brendan 
Parish, Mexico, and to Hispanic Ministry in Audrain, Boone, and Pike Counties. 
 
REVEREND CHRISTOPHER M. AUBUCHON, from medial leave to Associate Pastor of St. Peter Parish, 
Marshall, the Mission of Holy Family, Sweet Springs, and St. Joseph Parish, Slater. 
 
REVEREND MR. DEREK J. HOOPER, after ordination to the Sacred Priesthood, to Associate Pastor of 
SS. Peter and Paul Parish, Boonville, St. Joseph Parish, Pilot Grove, with St. John the Baptist Chapel, Clear 
Creek and St. Joseph Chapel, Clifton City. 
 
These appointments are effective July 1, 2021. 

 
DEACONS 

 
DEACON RONALD E. DEIMEKE, from ministry duties at Church of the Resurrection Parish, Wellsville, 
to assist the Pastor at the Mission of St. John, Laddonia and Sacred Heart Parish, Vandalia, and to continue 
with ministry at St. Joseph Parish, Martinsburg. 
 
DEACON MARK J. DOBELMANN, from ministry duties at the Mission of St. John, Laddonia and Sacred 
Heart Parish, Vandalia, to assist the Pastor at St. Joseph Parish, Louisiana and the Mission of Mary Queen 
of Peace, Clarksville, and to continue with ministry at St. Clement Parish, St. Clement, and to continue with 
Prison Ministry.   
 
DEACON TROY K. EGBERT, from ministry duties at St. Joseph Parish, Louisiana and the Mission of 
Mary Queen of Peace, Clarksville, and to continue with ministry at Holy Family Parish, Hannibal and St. 
Joseph Parish, Palmyra. 
 
DEACON CHAD R. LEWIS, from ministry duties at St. Patrick Parish, Rolla, and to continue ministry at 
Holy Cross Parish, Cuba, St. Francis Caracciolo Parish, Bourbon, and St. Michael Parish, Steelville. 
 
DEACON LARRY G. HILDEBRAND, from ministry duties at Immaculate Conception Parish, Loose 
Creek, and St. Louis of France Parish, Bonnots Mill, to assist the Pastor at St. Stanislaus Parish, 
Wardsville, and St. Margaret of Antioch Parish, Osage Bend, and to continue with ministry at the Jefferson 
City Correctional Center. 
 
DEACON WAYNE W. KORTE, from ministry duties at Immaculate Conception Parish, Montgomery 
City, to assist the Pastor at St. Joseph Parish, Louisiana, the Mission of Mary Queen of Peace, Clarksville, 
and St. Clement Parish, St. Clement.   
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DEACON ROBERT A. LEAKE, from ministry duties at St. Joseph Parish, Louisiana and the Mission of 
Mary Queen of Peace, Clarksville, and to continue with ministry at Holy Family Parish, Hannibal and St. 
Joseph Parish, Palmyra. 
 
DEACON LUKE G. MAHSMAN, from ministry duties at St. Joseph Parish, Louisiana and the Mission of 
Mary Queen of Peace, Clarksville, and to continue with ministry at Holy Family Parish, Hannibal and St. 
Joseph Parish, Palmyra. 
 
DEACON STEPHEN H. SCHWARTZE, from ministry duties at St. Aloysius Parish, Argyle, Holy 
Guardian Angels Parish, Brinktown, and Visitation Parish, Vienna, to assist the Pastor at St. Lawrence 
Parish, St. Elizabeth and St. Anthony of Padua Parish, St. Anthony. 
 
DEACON JOHN L. WATKINS, from ministry duties at St. Joseph Parish, Louisiana and the Mission of 
Mary Queen of Peace, Clarksville, and to continue with ministry at Holy Family Parish, Hannibal and St. 
Joseph Parish, Palmyra. 

 
These appointments are effective July 1, 2021 
 
 
DEACON DANA JOYCE, to serve as Personal Secretary to Bishop Emeritus John R. Gaydos, with 
continuing ministry at Cathedral of St. Joseph Parish, effective from April 19, 2021. 
 
DEACON ALAN SIMS, acceptance of resignation from Prison Ministry, Nursing Home Ministry, and as 
Director of Catholic Cemeteries, effective from January 1, 2021. 

 
 

 
      ____________________________________ 
      Most Reverend W. Shawn McKnight, S.T.D. 
      Bishop of Jefferson City 
 

 

      ____________________________________ 
      Mrs. Constance Schepers 
      Chancellor 
 
Given at the Chancery this  
12th day of May 2021 


